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Bio Therapeutics, Education And Research Foundation
Board of Directors Meeting

M  I  N  U  T  E  S

Date: December 20, 2003
Time: 8:00 a.m.
Location: University of California, Irvine

Med Surge II, Room 388B

Members Present
Ronald A. Sherman, MD (Chair)
Samuel G. Kohn
Sharon Mendez, R. N. (via Telephone)
Randall L. Sullivan, RN (via Telephone)
Pam Mitchell (via Telephone)

Guests Present
Joanne Preston (via Telephone)

Members absent
None

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Ronald A. Sherman at 8:04 a.m.

Agenda Items Discussion Conclusion/Recommendation Follow-up

Greetings Meeting was called to order at 8:05.  Dr. Sherman
extended greetings to members present.

Members present returned
greetings.

None

Approval of minutes Minutes from 11/08/03 were reviewed. Corrections
were discussed.

Minutes from 10/11/03 were
approved after changes were
made and read.

None
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Chairman’s Report Dr. Sherman announced that the IRS issued an
Advanced determination that the Foundation met the
criteria under 501(c)3, and was deemed to be a not-for-
profit charity. 

WWW continues to evolve.

The Foundation can now
change “501(c)3 determination
pending” to “501(c)3" on its
publications and statements.

Final ruling will be
made by IRS in 5
years, at which
time our long-term
performance will
be reviewed. 

Treasurer’s Report Mr. Kohn presented the funding progress report.
Efforts to appraise the donated artwork (2 paintings by
KR Larson) should be completed within the next few
days; if a buyer is not found soon, they could be
auctioned on E-bay. Two additional paintings have
been donated, along with $100 from Homestead
Equine Hospital. 7 Entertainment Coupon books were
sold, netting approximately $56 for the Foundation;
local book sales are now over; but books should still be
available through the internet site. 

Mr. Kohn will continue efforts
to appraise and sell the
artwork, through dealers or E-
bay.

Progress report at
next meeting.

Personnel Committee
Report

No report presented at this meeting. None. Progress report
next month
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Education Committee
Report

1) Instructional videos - Ms. Sullivan & Dr. Sherman
described the experience with filming as very positive
and productive. Some narration, photos, interviews,
and musical accompaniment are still necessary. The
director, Eric Eskanazi, identified a cellist who can
write original music to accompany the program, for
$1,500. Mr. Kohn has a contact who may be able to do
the same. Some board members felt that purchasing a
score or licensing to use copyrighted music should wait
until after the rough cut, and after we know what grant
support has been generated for the budget. Dr.
Sherman outlined the potentials for this educational
program, to include not only a 45-50 minute
instructional video for therapists and a 15 minute
education video for patients, but also the opportunity to
fill important educational needs with companion slide
sets, CD/DVD format for personal or internet-based
presentations, and an offering of CME/CEU for
participants. Currently, the narrator is Dr. Sherman; it
may be desirable to replace the narrator with a
celebrity. Several celebrities were proposed. Dr.
Sherman expressed appreciation for the donated
services of the Director, Eric Eskenazi, who still havs
months of work left on this project.

2) Maggot Therapy Training and Certification Program
- no report

3) Maggot Therapy Symposium - no report.

Once the rough cut becomes
available, it should be
distributed to appropriate
agencies in order to obtain the
necessary funding to complete
the project as professionally as
possible. Members should
submit proposals for Celebrity
narrators to Dr. Sherman, who
will maintain a list for
eventual contact and
invitation. The Board briefly
discussed the desire to reward
Mr. Eskinazi for his work in
some tangible, appropriate
manner such as licensing
rights or privileges. Further
discussion will follow, after
due consideration. 

Dr. Sherman will
contact members
with information
and assignments, as
we finish gathering
materials and
interviews for the
MDT training
program. 
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Programs & Grants
Committee Report

1) The Committee continues to work towards
establishing a Patient Assistance Fund. Data should be
collected in order to optimize the Foundation’s ability
to meet the needs of the community. It may be
desirable to provide grant recipients the opportunity to
participate in future research, by giving permission to
be listed in a research candidate registry. However, no
research can or will be done without all necessary and
appropriate approvals, such as a reviewing IRB. The
final data collection instrument also must be in
compliance with HIPPA regulations. 

2) The single page description of the Foundation
(“Introducing the BTER Foundation”), has been
revised according to the comments that came in since
the last meeting. It will be revised once more to reflect
the recent change in 501(c)3 status, and then
distributed. 

3) The BeTER LeTTER —  not discussed today.

The Committee will meet with
Dr. Sherman (by phone and e-
mail) and develop a final draft
data collection form to present
to the Board.

Copies of the final
“Introducing the BTER
Foundation” will be
distributed to members; a
printable copy will be posted
on the internet site. 

Progress to be
discussed at the
next Board
meeting.

Leaflet to be
distributed to
members and
posted on the
internet. 
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Old business: Board
Member Terms of
Office

1) Terms of current members have not yet been
specified. This issued was tabled. 

2) Solicitation of funds and sponsorships - Ms. Mendez
has made contacts at 3M; she will send the information
gathers to date to Chairman for review.

3) Business cards - Not discussed

1) Assignment of current term
limits will be done at next
month’s meeting.

2) No change in previous
Board recommendations (each
person to think of potential
sponsors, and submit the
information for inclusion in
the spreadsheet posted on our
Directors WWW page).

1) Current terms
will be specified at
the next meeting.

2) Discussion of
progress at next
meeting.

New business: None.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 09:15 a.m. Motion to adjourn was
unanimously approved.

January meeting
cancelled; February
meeting will take
place as scheduled:
8:00 - 9:00 am, the
2nd Saturday of
February (2/14/04).

The minutes were recorded by: Randall Sullivan.

Noted and Approved by Ronald A. Sherman, Chair__________________________


